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The Word of the Lord from 1 Corinthians 8: 

 

For even if there are so-called gods, whether in heaven or on earth (as there are many gods and many 

lords), yet for us there is one God, the Father, of whom are all things, and we for Him; and one Lord 

Jesus Christ, through whom are all things, and through whom we live. (1 Cor. 8:5-6) 

 

This is the Word of the Lord. 

 

Behold the Son of God, dying on the cross—and behold the gods that He takes to His grave. 

 

There’s the god of the mob that comes for Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane: we’ll call it the god 

of power. They arrive with swords and clubs, intent to show Jesus what real power is all about. 

Authority is determined by who has the strength to back it up; or, as they say, God is on the side of 

the big battalions. The mob in the garden is weaker than the chief priests who sent them; but they’ve 

got enough of an arsenal to defeat Jesus and eleven disciples. They’ll show this upstart teacher 

who’s boss. They’re going to show Him who’s strong and who’s weak. They’re going to reduce Him 

to nothing.  

 

Power is always a tempting idol. Even in the garden, Peter falls for it. He hauls out his sword and 

lops of the ear of Malchus, servant to the high priest. Though it be a losing effort, he’s going to go 

down fighting—he’s going to use their god against them while he can. But Jesus disarms the mob 

and Peter both. He heals the servant and says to Peter, "Put your sword into the sheath. Shall I not 

drink the cup which My Father has given Me?" (Jn. 18:11) Although He could speak a word and 

decimate His enemies, the all-powerful Son of God has no interest in a sinners’ brawl or force. 

Instead, He submits: He submits to His Father’s will. He tells the mob that He is the One they seek, 

and He permits Himself to be led away to the high priest. 

 

Why? To kill the false god of power. There’s a time and a place and vocation to use power and 

sword, but it becomes a god when you misuse it for your own plans, or put your trust in it instead of 

the Lord who grants power. Jesus refuses to follow that god; and in His submission to His Father’s 

will, He destroys its power. You see, you’ll trust in the god of power. You’ll believe you sleep safe 

at night because man has made your nation secure, not because God continues to stretch out His 

restraining hand. You’ll have positions of authority—over kids or siblings or students or employees 

or perhaps simply over the weak-willed, and you’ll be tempted to find your worth in the fact that you 

can order people around. You’ll be tempted to bully, because you can. The opposite is true, too: 

you’ll believe you’re worth less because you’re intimidated or because someone else has some sort 

of temporal power over you. That’s the false god of power; and it died on the cross at Calvary. 
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There’s the false god of reputation. To the high priests, a good reputation means a lot: after all, if 

you’re saved by your works and good behavior, a clean character report is vital. And because they 

want their reputations to be spotless, they have to destroy the reputation of Jesus. So when the Savior 

is dragged before them, they bring in the false witnesses. One after another, they seek to smear the 

Son of God. They contradict each other, but keep throwing in the hopes that something is going to 

stick. They have a mission now that they’ve made reputation their god: they need to reduce Jesus to 

nothing.  

 

But when reputation becomes an idol, it’s an ugly false god: it forces you to be concerned with what 

other people—other sinful people—think about you. As He stands on trial before the hypocritical 

high priest, Jesus isn’t concerned with what Caiaphas and the club think about Him. He’s not there 

to please those who want Him to bow the knee to sin. He stands before them because He’s there to 

please His Father in heaven, to accomplish His Father’s plan of salvation. So He stands silently, 

taking the blame and accepting the lies about His character. He doesn’t dignify them with a defense, 

but accepts them to haul those sins to the cross. And the only time He speaks is when the high priest 

asks, "Are You the Christ, the Son of the Blessed?" It’s then that He says, "I am. And you will see 

the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the Power, and coming with the clouds of heaven" (Mark 

14:61-62). Behold how deeply the talons of reputation are sunk into the hearts of the Sanhedrin: to 

execute Jesus now, it won’t be because of their false witnesses. They’ll have to execute Him because 

He tells the truth that He’s the holy, sinless Son of God. But when He dies, He’s taking their false 

god with Him; the god of reputation dies on Calvary. 

 

You’ll worship the false god of reputation. Now again, there’s a time and a place for preserving it; 

after all, the Scriptures declare that “A good name is to be chosen rather than great riches” (Prov. 

22:1), and it is a blessing of God to be known as one who is trustworthy and reliable. However, 

you’ll be tempted to preserve your reputation before sinful man at the expense of following God’s 

will. You’ll be tempted to bend that rule because you’ll look cool to your friends, or break that one 

because it’s expedient for your comfort or career. Before you even know it, you’ll conceal your 

Christianity so your neighbor doesn’t know; you may even downplay the Lord’s presence in His 

Sacraments because that embarrasses you before other Christians. You’ll be tempted to preserve 

your good name at the cost of Jesus’ name. Or, once again, the opposite it true: if your good name is 

lost or sullied, you’ll believe that your value before God is gone. That’s the false god of reputation; 

and it died on Calvary. 

 

There’s the false god of prestige and the perks that come with it. After Caiaphas, Jesus is hauled 

before Pontius Pilate. Pilate has the authority to set Him free. In fact, the Roman ruler declares that 

Jesus is innocent three times during the trial. But Pilate’s on thin political ice: if he sets Jesus free, 

there’s a good chance he’ll lose his palace and position. Therefore, after declaring Jesus innocent 

three times, he has Him scourged and crucified. To keep to his false god of prestige, in his 

desperation Pilate has to reduce Jesus to nothing. He kills the Son of God to save his life and 

lifestyle. But Jesus undoes this idol, too. To Pilate, Jesus says, "You could have no power at all 

against Me unless it had been given you from above” (John 19:11). He tells Pilate that his 

prestigious position is not his own doing, but the gift of God. Then the Son of God, who deserves all 

glory and honor and power, submits to the cross and takes this false god with Him. 

 

You’ll worship the false god of prestige. Again, authority and riches are gifts of God; but they 

become idols when they take the Lord’s place. In our land, prestige is often measured by 

materialism, but the amount of stuff that you have; and you’ll be tempted to horde your earnings to 
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yourself rather than help your neighbor or support the proclamation of Jesus. You’ll place greater 

value on job reports and the admiration of classmates than on the grace that Christ dies to give you. 

And don’t forget the opposite again: if you’re short on the things that you want, you’ll believe the 

Lord has failed you. That’s the false god of prestige, and Jesus kills it on the cross. 

 

Such idols abound. There’s the false god of security, when safety becomes more important than the 

Lord’s Word: look at the detail of Roman soldiers who oversee the scourging and crucifixion of the 

innocent One. They reduce Jesus to nothing, a body on a cross, because they’re safe as long as they 

follow orders. So you’ll be tempted to value your safety over standing up for God’s Word. Or when 

you feel threatened by man or devil, you’ll feel like God has let you down. But rather than let that 

idol have its power, Jesus puts your salvation over His safety and dies on the cross to kill it.  

 

There’s the merciless god of fear: as Jesus is led to trial and cross, the actions of the disciples are 

ruled by their fear of death, not the Lord’s promises of life; and they believe that the cross reduces 

Jesus to nothing and He’s gone. You’ll be governed by the fear that implacable enemy, too. But on 

the cross, Jesus is the death of death. He takes the false god of fear to the grave, too. Rather than die 

in hopelessness, He prays, "Father, 'into Your hands I commit My spirit.'" (Luke 23:46). Having said 

this, He breathes His last. Death is defeated, and the idol of its fear is robbed of its power. 

 

These are some of the false gods who die on Good Friday, whom Jesus destroys by His Passion and 

death. There are many more: for if Jesus has died for all of your sins, He has died to destroy all of 

the gods whom those sins serve. 

 

That is why, on this Good Friday, you do not shy away from the cross and the bloodied Savior who 

is nailed to it: it is there that Jesus defeats every idol that would send you to hell. That is why you 

give thanks. You’ll be tempted daily to rely on fists and force, follow prestige and pleasure, protect 

reputation or riches; you’ll be tempted to trust them and make them far more important than the one 

true God. That’s when they become idols, but they’re terrible gods. They promise help or happiness, 

but they cannot keep them. They reduce you to nothing. They demand obedience until the Last Day, 

when the Lord will say, “Why did you fear them instead of Me? Why did you trust in them instead 

of Me? Depart from Me. I never knew you.” 

 

That would be your everlasting end, but for your Savior. He takes all the sins and piles all those idols 

onto His back in order to deliver you. That’s why you look at the cross, repent and give thanks. 

 

Because you put your trust in your strength or power rather than admit your weakness and need for 

the Lord, Jesus has gone to the cross. Now He declares to you, “Repent, and turn from that idol. At 

the cross, I became weak and powerless for you, so that now I forgive your sins and make My power 

perfect in your weakness.” 

 

Because you protect your reputation more than the Lord’s Word, Jesus hangs on that cross. Now He 

declares, “Repent from that false god of your good name, for I have better news. I have endured 

every accusation and slander that was true about you. I have suffered for them so that you will not. 

And now, I tell you this: before God, you are His holy beloved child for My sake. That is your 

reputation in the heavens, because I have shed My blood to make it so.” 

 

Because you gravitate toward prestige and grow too comfortable with the perks that it brings, Jesus 

goes to the cross. Now He declares, “Repent of your trust in earthly privilege. Because of your sinful 
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desires to be great, I have been made the least of all and reduced to the death of all sinners on the 

cross. There, I was made nothing…so that I may make you My beloved child forever.” 

 

Because you place security over faithfulness to the Lord, Jesus is crucified—for you. Risen again, 

He declares, “I have given My life because you have sought to save your own without Me. He who 

saves his own life will lose it; so I have lost My life to gain life for you. Repent and live.” 

 

And because death still haunts you, the risen Lord speaks His Word: “My beloved child, My death 

on the cross was for you. I have shared that death with you at your Baptism; and while the last breath 

of your sin-afflicted body still lies ahead and causes you concern, you face that with the confidence 

and hope that I have destroyed the power of death, and I will raise you up on the Last Day.” 

 

Good Friday is a festival of solemnity, but we do not mourn this night as those who have no hope. 

The Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, dies on the cross—but with the purpose of your salvation. He 

dies to destroy all those false gods that would lead you to death and hell. By the water and Word of 

Holy Baptism, He has joined you to His death and resurrection, and promises that He forgives you 

all of your sins. This Good Friday already nears its end, and it is only a little while until we shout 

“He is risen!” on Easter Sunday. Rejoice, dear people of God: for the sake of Jesus, the Good Friday 

of this world will pass for you. Your resurrection day is coming, too. 

 

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost. Amen 


